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French Army, Unit unknown, France, June 1940
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(75 ABEE B3 e 12/ PE PR ERE 75X 1940858)
French Army, 3rd Light Mechanized Division, 12th Cuirassier Regiment, France, May 1940
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Attaching rear parts
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By 1931 many militaries were mechanizing, including France, which that
year issued a specification for a light reconnaissance vehicle (Auto
Mitrailleuse de Découverte - AMD) with a 70km/h top speed, 400km range,
5-8mm of armor and armed with a 20mm-class gun. Panhard’s concept
was chosen over three competing proposals, and adopted as the AMD35
in 1934. At up to 20mm thick, the flat, riveted turret armor exceeded the
specification, while allowing a 72km/h maximum speed to be gleaned
from its 105hp engine. Four-wheel drive and large tires made the AMD35
at home off-road. Its APX-3 turret sported a 25mm anti-tank gun and
coaxial 7.5mm machine gun, housing a crew of four with seats front and
rear for driver and assistant. Deployment began in 1937 with cavalry and
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mechanized infantry divisions among others; feedback led t
improvements such as a periscope, commander’s hatch v
muffler. In May 1940 when German forces invaded France,
were with units. Although intended to retire from the field aff
sance, in actuality many engaged German forces to cover t
retreat as the Allied line sagged. Those which survived ol
desperate withdrawal from Dunkirk fought until the fall of |
even captured and tumed on their former masters by inve
troops. Indeed, some 190 were present in Operation Barbarc
1941 invasion of the Soviet Union. The AMD35 also serve
Indochina War, bearing testament to the longevity of its'déd
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